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(Compiled from
CNN.com)

West Nile may
spreadin U.S.
WASHINGTON —West
Nile virus is an “emerg-
ing” epidemic that could
spread throughout the
U.S, the director of the
Centersfor Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said
Sunday. Dr. Julie
GerberdingsaidonCBS
FacetheNation, thepopu-
lation of birdsinfected is
much broader than with
most other vird diseases
that cause a smilar type
of encephditis, so thevi-
rus spreads more effi-
ciently.

Crocstear apart
suicidal woman
BANGKOK — A Thai
woman killed hers8f by
jumpingintoapit of more
than 100 crocodiles. The
woman, 40, climbed a
two-meter highfenceand
jumpedintoaconcreteen+
closure at the Famut
Prakarn Crocodile Farm
on the outskirts of the
Tha capitd. A crocodile
draggedthewomanintoa
pond and animals
svarmed over andtoreher
goat. “Shedid not cry or
screamwhen shewashit-
ten,” Tanet Virayaporn,
thetour guide, sad.
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Air Force releases all specialties from Stop-Loss

By Master Sgt. Ron Tull
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON—Thelest of-
ficer and enlisted specialties on
Stop-Losswill bereleased Sept. 1.

In making the announcement,
Sacretary of theAir ForceDr. JamesG
Rochesadtherdeasewill bephased
induringaone-month periodtodlow
both the Air Force and affected per-
sonnd timefor trangtion.

“We have arrived at a new
steady-state,” Roche said. “ Stop-
Loss most certainly helped us get
here successfully, but we had

pledged all along that we wouldn’t
hold onto anyone longer than nec-
essary.”

Therelease, which affectsthree
officer and 15 enlisted specidlties,
will beginwith peoplewho had origi-
nal retirement or separation dates
prior toApril 1. They will beableto
leave beginning Sept. 1. During the
second phase, individuals with re-
tirement or separation dates be-
tween April 1 and Sept. 30 can be
released. Inthefina phase, anyone
with aretirement or separation date
of Oct.1 or later can separate a his
or her established date.

Memberscanrequesttoremain
on active duty up to five monthsto
trangitiontocivilianlifeand use ac-
crued leave. The release does not
apply to airmen who are currently
deployed in support of operations
Noble Eagleand Enduring Freedom;
all deployed personnel will remain
subject to Stop-L ossaslong asthey
are deployed. Upon completion of
deployment, peoplewill haveupto
five monthsto transition.

Stop-Loss was implemented
shortly after the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacksto meet unprecedented mis-
sionrequirements. Theprocesswas
reviewed every 60 days.

JPRC greets,
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lalian VIP visit

Lt. Gen. Giovanni Sciandra, operational commander of Italian Air Forces,

visited hisairmen Friday at Camp Azzurro in Bagram Air Base.

"1 wanted to see the quality of life of my people,” Sciandra said. " We want
our engineer battalion to contribute as best they can to Operation Enduring

Freedom.

sends off
Bagram AB
service

members
By Spc. Erica Leigh Foley
28th Public Aftairs

Detachment

BAGRAM AIR
BASE, Afghanistan —
The seatbelt light illumi-
nates before the plane
descends. Soldiers, air-
men and Marines pre-
pare to land at Bagram
Air Base, Afghanistan.
Not knowing what to ex-
pect and what dangerslie
within the war zone, or
how to find their unit
sponsor can be a little

See JPRC, Page 3 R




Page 2 < Freedom Watch <+ Aug. 12, 2002

1SG makes 'stern' impression on 18th Abn. soldiers

By Spc. Alredo Jimenez Jr.
28th Public Aftairs Detachment

Thelarge, browndoor never
looked this intimidating before.
But it's not the door the shiver-
ing soldier isworried about; it's
what behind it that'sscaring him
out of his boots. Standing there
feeling morelikeamousethan a
military man, thesoldierisn’t sure
he wants to even knock.

Heknocksanyway. Thecom-
mand to enter is issued and he
walks up to the desk, where a
burly, clean-cut manissitting. He
turnsand staresright at the quiv-
ering, young lad.

“What do youwant?’ hein-
quires, with eyes a buzzard has
when heiscircling hisprey.

“I'mherefor aninterview first
sergeant,” themilitary journalist
replies, wondering if he'd just
yelp his response. One thing he
did know is he should have
brought abucket along tofill all
of his swest.

“What!”

If his boots didn’'t fedl like
they werefilled with cement, the
journalist would have run out of
therewith hislife.

“Just kidding. Comeon over
tomy office. Wewill dotheinter-
view there.”
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For three months, 1st Sgt.
Gerald Robert Hendershot, Head-
quartersand Headquarters Com-
pany, 18" Airborne Corps, has
been involved in the most com-
plex of situations surfacing at
Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan.
From making sure latrines are
cleaned to mail pick-ups; from
ensuring soldiers are doing the
right thing to issuing stern disci-
plinary action, Hendershot is
sure to be around.

“I"m up before most people
because being afirst sergeant is
the most important job in the
Army,” Hendershot said. “Just

theway hecarrieshimsalf infront
of histroopsisenough to makea
differenceinasoldier’slife.”

Despitethe
fact soldiers
practically try
to avoid him
because of his
perceived cal-
lousness,
Hendershot
still managesto
arouse their
support and
moraleto uplifting proportions.

“It's important that | get up
every morning,” hesaid. “Some
of themarelooking forwardtome
being out there.”

Some days those meetings
canbearudeawaking for service
members. For example, a few
weeks ago, a soldier who was
supposed to be guarding the Af-
ghan employees let them roam
around. Hendershot, resembling
Gen. George Patton, saw thisand
fired off atirade that would em-
barrass John McEnroe.

Other days, likethisone, can
beascalm asany coast in Texas.
Noyelling, just kudos. No smoke
coming out of hisnostrils— just
sow, relaxing breaths. No teeth
grinding, just asweet smile.

“When somebody spots me
and says ‘good morning,’ it
makes me feel good inside,”
Hendershot said. “It makes me
want to do my best for them.”
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Sometimesthings happen by
accident. Hendershot'sentry into
thearmed serviceisno exception.

Twenty yearsago, hewassit-
tinginaF oridarestaurant enjoy-
ing amed and trying to figure a
way toget out of debt. Freshfrom
graduating from Slippery Rock
State, he arrived in the Sunshine
State after applying at 75 differ-
ent high schoals for a teaching
job.

Sitting at the next table, an

1st Sgt. Gerald
Hender shot

Army recruiter initiated aconver-
sation with the struggling young-
ster. The recruiter intrigued him
on the possibility of having his
loans paid off by the Army. He
promised himan early promotion,
$5,000 signing bonus and a
choice of duty station.

Hendershot told the recruiter
to put it in a contract and he
would think about it. The choice
was a no-brainer. The one-time
All-state soccer player at North
Warren Regional High School
had grown up inasmall country
farming community in
Johnsonburg, N.J. Hewastheold-
est of five children and had few
neighbors.

“Wewereadl country, al farm-
ing, dl thetime,” Hendershot said.
“We milked cows, fished and
grew agarden.”

Thenearest big city wasNew
York City, which was 70 miles
away.

His high school was an all-
white ingtitution with a single
black student.

Sensing there was a bigger
world out there, Hendershot de-
cidedtogoforitin1983.

“The main reason | joined
was so they could pay off the
loans,” Hendershot said. “But as
theyearswent by, | enjoyed what
| was doing as an infantryman.
So | stayedin.”

What started off as a busi-
ness decision turned out to be
an adventure of alifetime as he
traveled around the globe visit-
ing such hot spots as Kosovo,
Macedonia, Honduras, Panama,
Germany, Puerto Rico, Canada
and Afghanistan.

Furthermore, he'sprovided a
comfortable lifestyle for histwo
stepchildren, Stephanieand Dal-
las, and histhreebiological kids,
Kenneth, Joseph and Katelyn in
Fayetteville, N.C., for the past 12
years. Hiswife, Tammy, isasea
food manager at thelocal market.

“It has been awonderful ex-
perience,” Hendershot said.
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Lifehasn’t beenthe samefor
anyonesincethe Sept. 11 attacks
on the World Trade Center and
Pentagon, and Hendershot fully
understands his mission in Af-
ghanistan.

“1 was talking with a com-
mander, discussing an upcoming
field training exercise when the
attacks occurred,” Hendershot
said. “At first, we didn't know
what was happening, but we
eventually found out. It wasquite
atragedy, thelossof life, andit's
hard to believe there are people
who would take innocent
people'slives.”

Hendershot, whoisin charge
of 1,258 soldiers, was eager to be
part of the battle against terror-
iam.

“1 was prepared and ready to
cometo accomplish the mission
for the 18" Airborne Corpsto as-
sist those who were on the
ground,” hesaid. “Wehavemade
it a better place to live because
our crew ismade up of many mili-
tary occupational specialties. We
are a working group who must
rely on oneanother to ensurethe
missioniscompleted.”
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The interview ended as
peacefully asit had begun, with
1% Sgt. Hendershot leaning back
in his chair offering his thanks
for the opportunity to be inter-
viewed.

“1 haven't done one of these
inalong time, but | know you'll
doalright,” hesaid.

The journalist rose from his
seat and started for the door. He
peeredto hisleft and saw themis-
understood first sergeant 1ook-
ing out of the window, probably
proud of reminiscing all his
thoughts to a total stranger.

The door didn’t make a
sound as it closed.
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unsettling, especially
for new troops.

The Joint Person-
nel Reception Center
has a service member
who greets each air-
craft at the entry con-
trol point. Some mem-
bersareintransit to an-
other destination, but
many are here to make
Bagram their temporary
home.

“We process an av-
erage of 150 people in
and out of Bagramon a
daily basis,” said Capt.
Danny E. Davis, USAF
officer in charge, JPRC
base operations.

The JPRC team is

made up of 12 soldiers
and one Marine with
varying backgrounds
and skills, including
personnel and cargo
specialists.

“The (troops) have
extremely different
backgrounds and
MOS skills; however,
they all have cometo-
gether to meet our
mission of taking care
of people and they do
it first class,” Davis
said.

The JPRCisprima-
rily responsiblefor per-
sonnel accountability
of every Department of
Defense member enter-
ing and departing
Bagram Air Base.

Immediately upon
arrival, the JPRC assists
incoming service mem-
berswith their integra-
tion into the base. The
center also ensures
each new arrival is met
by a sponsor or ar-
ranges to have mem-
bersdriventotheir new
units.

“Once the members
enter our center, they
are required to sign in
and receive a briefing
about base operations
and mine awareness,”
said Davis.

Some of theinforma-
tion covered in the
briefsishow tofind le-
gal, finance and medi-
cal assistance. Other
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things covered arerules
within the base, tent
city etiquette and the
dress code.

“We take pride in
helping our customers
with all their questions
and do all we can to
make them as prepared
as possible to assist in
fighting this war,” said
Davis.

The center has im-
proved over thelast few
months.

“Just a couple of
months ago our tents
had neither air condi-
tioning nor electricity,
but we have managed
to continuously up-
grade our facilities as
well asinstall more con-

veniences such astele-
vision and microwaves
(for the incoming and
outgoing soldiers to
use),” Davis said.

He also stressed the
center'simportance.

“Personnel ac-
countability and a
member’s location are
extremely important in
the unfortunate event
of a casualty,” Davis
said.

Many customers
have stated that this
has been the best
inprocessing they have
received in the area of
responsibility, whichis
a testament to the
staff’s concern for cus-
tomers, said Davis.

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER REPORT:

Today Tuesday
Bagram: Dusty Dusty

H:95F H: 95F

L: 73F L: 72F
Khandahar:  Sunny Dusty

H: 106F H: 108F

L: 73F L: 73F
Kabul: Haze Mostly clear

H: 95F H: 93F

L: 73F L: 73F
Uzbekistan:  Clear Clear

H: 106F H: 105F

L: 70F L: 70F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team

Visit the CENTCOM Website to see the latest editions of Freedom Watch at
www.centcom.mil/oper ations/CJIT F% 20180/cj tf180.htm
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GConviTion SrorTSZONE

Woods wins Buick Open; ready
for PGA championship

GRAND BLANC, Mich. — Tiger Woods has won the PGA Champion-
ship two ways: by playing the previous week and by practicing and resting.

Now hewill attempt to win thefinal major of the year off avictory.

Woods shot a 2-under 70 Sunday to win the Buick Open by four shots at
17-under. It was his 33rd PGA Tour victory and fourthin hislast eight starts.

“’You want to feel like you're playing well going into a championship,”
Woods said. "And any time you win, you feel good.”

Although he missed a chance to win the Grand Slam with his 28th-place
tie at the British Open three weeks ago, Woods has an opportunity to do
something no other golfer has, beginning Thursday at Hazeltine in Chaska,
Minn.

Woods, who won the Mastersand U.S. Open thisyear, will bethefirst to
winthreemagjorsinayear twiceif hewinsthe PGA Championship. Ben Hogan
diditin 1953 and Woods, who haswon seven of thelast 12 magjors, did it two
years ago.

"That would rank right up there,”” said Woods, who was to fly Sunday
night to Minnesota. "Hopefully | can add that to my list. It's already been a
successful year and | would like to make it even more successful.”

Esteban Toledo, who began the final round one stroke behind Woods,
stayed with theworld’s best golfer through 12 holes, but then collapsed with
three consecutive bogeys.

Toledo shot a 1-over-73 to finish at 13-under, tied for second with Mark
O’'Meara (68), Brian Gay (68) and Fred Funk (71). It matched Toledo’s best
finish and moved him from 118 to 85 on the money list.

Actor-racer badly hurt

in practice crash

SPARTA, Ky.— Actor and Infiniti Pro Seriesdriver Jason Priestley’srace
car crashed head-on into awall at nearly 180 mph Sunday at the Kentucky
Speedway, breaking his back and leaving him in serious condition with a
concussion and other injuries.

Theformer *’Beverly Hills 90210" television star was on arespirator to
keep him sedated, but he was breathing on his own and was alert, Indy
Racing League medical director Henry Bock said.

Priestley wasflownto the University of Kentucky Medical Center witha
spinal fractureinthemiddle of hisback and aclosed head injury, aswell asa
broken nose and broken bones in both feet, Bock said.

"At this time, there’s no indication there’s any other injury to the head
(besidesaconcussion),” Bock said. "Hisvital signsarestable. ... Hehashis
eyes open, helooks around and will follow commands.”

Bock said therewasno sign of paralysisand that tests on Priestley would
continue probably through the night. He would not speculate on how long
his recovery would take.

2002 Major League standings

American League East
N.Y. Yankees 72-44 .621
Boston 68-48  .586
Baltimore 56-59  .487
American League Central
Minnesota 70-49 588
Chicago (AL) 57-62 479
Cleveland 51-65  .440
American League West
Sesttle 72-46 610
Anaheim 69-48  .590
Oakland 68-50 .576
National League East
Atlanta 77-40  .658
N.Y. Mets 58-58 .500
Montreal 58-59  .496
National League Central
St. Louis 61-52  .540
Cincinnati 61-55 .526
Houston 60-56  .517
National League West
Arizona 73-45 619
LosAngeles 66-51  .564
San Francisco 65-52  .556
unday

Boston 3-1 Minnesota
Cincinnati 9-7 San Diego
Texas 11-5 Cleveland
Milwaukee 6-2 Montreal
Atlanta 13-3 Houston
Chicago Cubs 12-9 Colorado
Chicago W. Sox 6-5 Sesttle
San Francisco 5-4 Pittsburgh
N.Y Yankees 8-5 Oakland
Detroit 2-1 Baltimore
Anaheim 1-0 Toronto
Kansas City 10-0 Tampa Bay
Arizona 9-2 Florida
St. Louis 7-0 N.Y. Mets, Btm 6th
Philadelphia 3-3 Los Angeles, Top 8th

Today
Minnesota at Baltimore
Oakland at Boston
TampaBay at Cleveland
Texas at Detroit
Kansas City at N.Y. Yankees
Seattle at Toronto
Anaheim at Chicago W. Sox
N.Y. Mets at Milwaukee
Florida at Houston
Montreal at St. Louis
Cincinnati at Colorado
Philadelphiaat San Diego
Atlanta at Arizona
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